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What’s up . . . what we’ll cover 
The Illinois Assistive Technology Program 

Define  Assistive Technology  
Benefits of Assistive Technology 

How to Choose Assistive Technology 
Funding Assistive Technology 

Share Devices 
How IATP Can Help You 

Resources 
 

 



Who is IATP? 
The Illinois Assistive Technology Program (IATP) is 
a not-for-profit agency that promotes the availability 
of assistive technology (AT) devices and services 
for people with disabilities. IATP serves all people 

with disabilities in the state of Illinois, their families, 
service providers, state agencies, private industry, 

educators, and other interested individuals, 
regardless of age or income. 



Clocks & wrist watches 
 Wheelchairs 

 Forks, knives & spoons  
Braille printers 

Shoes with Velcro rather than laces 
Hearing aids 
iPad 
Communication devices 

It’s All Assistive. . . 

www.mrtoys.com 

www.texthelp.com 



Assistive Technology Device 
Any item, piece of equipment or product 
system, whether acquired commercially 
off the shelf, modified, or customized, 
that is used to increase, maintain, or 

improve functional capabilities of 
individuals with disabilities. 



Assistive Technology Service 
Any service that directly assists an 

individual with a disability in the 
selection, acquisition, or use of an 

assistive technology device. 

www.healthtrainingguide.com 

tonydoctor.com 



Why is AT Important? 
It has the potential to impact a person with a 
disability by contributing to his or her: 

 

•Learning 
•Independence 
•Self esteem 
•Quality of life 

 
 



Benefits of 
Assistive Technology 

School age children remain in regular classroom 
Stay in own home 

Reduce dependence on family members & paid assistants 
Increase earnings 

Participate in the community 
Promotes independence 

blog.vanproducts.com cdrlibraryblog 



Basic Principles of  
Choosing Technology 

A team approach is best 
 The user is the most crucial member of the team 

 Circle of friends/family are the next most 
 important team members 

 Focus on function 
 Strive for simplicity 

 Generalize 
www.attainmentcompany.com 



System of  Selection 
Start with lowest tech solution available. 

Work upward only when the lower tech device 
doesn’t work. 

 

www.stepforward123.com 
www.bltt.org www.shopping.com 



Considerations for 
Choosing Technology 

Personal 
Ease of use/Training 
Access 
Maintenance/Repair 
Financial 

 



Financial Considerations 
What’s the total cost? 

Is training included in that cost? 
What sources are available for paying for it? 

Is rental better than buying? 
What’s the return policy? 

 

www.mxmcreation.com 



Who Pays? 

 

Other State agencies that may pay for AT are the: 
Division of Specialized Care for Children; 
Division of Developmental Disabilities; &  
Division of Rehabilitation Services, if the student is 
receiving Transition Services. 

 

Some children receive medical 
assistance which may approve the 
purchase of technology. 



Funding Sources 
DHS DRS 
Medicare/Medicaid 
Private Insurance 
AT Loan Programs 
Disability Organizations 
Service Organizations 

www.hhs.gov 



The Funding Perspective 
Define the need 

Identify equipment & services necessary 
Determine if alternative equipment will meet the need 

Determine the funding source 
Document the need 
Secure necessary documentation 

Prescriptions 
Other reports from family, therapists and vendors 

Collect & submit necessary paperwork 
Get the authorization or denial 
Appeal 



Private Insurance 
 

Hurdles to Jump 
Definition of Medical Necessity 
Definition of Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetic Device, or Therapeutic Service 

How to Read a Summary of Benefits 
Covered Services 
Specific Exclusions 
Specific Language 

Technology won’t be listed 
Use their language 

Follow Procedures 
Look for Natural Advocate 

Know Appeals Procedures 

Learn what the policy says 



Justification 
Establish self as expert 

Always submit justification on letterhead 
Respect your own skills, brag, don’t apologize 

Use Two Resumes 
One gets you a job 
The other gets devices funded 

Justification is most crucial document for funding 
Especially for medical programs 



Examples of  AT 

www.enablingdevices.com 

www.the-review.com 

seeitourway.org 



What does IATP do? 
Device Loans 
IEP Support 

AT Assessments 
IATP AT Loans 

AT Reuse & Reutilization 
Demonstration Center 

Work Incentive Planning & Assistance 
Website 

 

www.enablingdevices.com 

www.audiogear.com 



Where Do I Find AT? 
Contact the Illinois Assistive Technology Program 

for information on 
 Assistive Technology and where to find it 

800-852-5110 v/tty 
www.iltech.org 



Resources 
Wisconsin Assistive Technology Initiative 
sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_at-wati-resources 

Texas Assistive Technology Network 
www.texasat.net 
SETT Framework 

www.joyzabala.com 
Closing the Gap 

www.closingthegap.com 
 



Other Resources 
Job Accommodation Network 

askjan.org   800-526-7234 v; 877-781-9403 tty 
Able Data 

www.abledata.com   800-227-0216 v; 301-608-8912 tty 
RESNA 

www.resnaprojects.org 
Assistive Technology Industry Association 

www.atia.org 
IL Network of Centers for Independent Living 

www.incil.org   800-587-1227 v/tty 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you! 
 

Please Fill Out Your 
Evaluation. 

ballpointpenss.com 
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