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Pringle Nature Center

Summer 2021 Internship

“Naturalist Educator Intern”
Internship Expectations

Summer internships at Pringle Nature Center (PNC) are designed for two purposes: to provide interns with valuable career experience in the field of environmental education, and to provide Pringle Nature Center with enthusiastic assistance in delivering programs and maintaining nature center operations through the summer.

We aim for interns to gain the following from an internship with PNC:

-Experience in the environmental education and non-formal education fields

-Experience managing a nature center and interacting with the public

-Opportunities to develop and conduct programs with guidance from PNC staff

-Expansion of personal knowledge of local ecosystems and natural history

-Practice employing interpretation and teaching skills with various audiences

-Mentorship from experienced staff in the environmental education field

-Networking opportunities for environmental education in the SE Wisconsin/NE Illinois area

-Hourly wages competitive with similar positions in the field

We expect our interns to fulfill the following responsibilities:

-Work the agreed-upon schedule, without excessive instances of tardiness or leaving early

-Notify the Naturalist as soon as possible in case of an absence due to illness or emergency

-Maintain a positive and constructive approach whenever dealing with program participants, members of the public, and PNC staff/volunteers

-Ensure the safety of program participants by following PNC safety procedures

-Assist with and lead programs in different types of weather outdoors, standing or hiking for extended periods of time

-Work with other PNC staff and volunteers in a professional and constructive manner

-Plan activities and public programs under supervision of the Naturalist

-Maintain the nature center facilities and displays by caring for animals, cleaning, and organizing materials in a timely manner

-Follow PNC policies regarding appropriate dress and conduct

-Bring their own enthusiasm and ideas to PNC while being willing to learn new approaches and adapt to changing conditions

Given our small staff size and the difficulty in replacing an educator last-minute, it is vitally important that staff are able to work the agreed-upon hours.
Pringle Nature Center’s primary concern is the safety of its employees, volunteers, and visitors. Given the current PNC closure and ongoing COVID-19-related precautions, the below schedule and responsibilities will be subject to change based on determinations made between the PNC Board Chair, Naturalist, and Intern. The schedule, duties, and expectations for interns will not be changed without notice and agreement between all parties.
The Naturalist Educator Intern will receive a pre-determined stipend with the expectation of completing the approximate number of work hours and responsibilities described below. The PNC building is expected to remain closed to the public, employing regular disinfecting and social distancing procedures between its employees and board members, until such a time as when the PNC board determines it is safe to reopen. Until that time, programs will only take place outdoors and with precautions in place, such as (but not limited to) limited numbers of participants, social distancing, use of facial coverings, and regular disinfection of touch surfaces.
Schedule & Stipend
Start date (negotiable): June 7
End date (negotiable): August 14
10 weeks total
$2,400 stipend for 10-week internship, paid in 5 installments
The Naturalist Educator Intern will report to the Pringle Nature Center Naturalist and Board Chairman, receiving training at the nature center unless the PNC board determines that COVID-19 precautions must be increased. In that case, training and work will take place remotely whenever possible. The NE Intern will be expected to work at the nature center on a pre-determined set of “non-negotiable” work days involving public programs and other vital nature center operations (may include some Saturdays and evenings). Other in-person work dates (for animal care, general maintenance, and projects) and possible remote work will be scheduled by agreement between the NE Intern and Naturalist. The NE Intern can expect to work an average of 20 hours per week but hours will vary according to the program schedule, not to exceed 30 hours per week and 200 hours total. 
Description of Duties

· Receive training on PNC policies, procedures, and interpretive methods
· Maintain PNC facilities and displays, including caring for live animals
· Plan, prepare, assist with, and lead programs with guidance from the Naturalist and Environmental Educator, including “Tots in the Park,” the summer camp series, and other virtual and in-person programs
· Design and develop an educational display or other nature center project
Application Instructions

To apply, please email a current resume and cover letter detailing your interest in the position to Liz Alvey, Pringle Nature Center Naturalist, at naturalist@pringlenc.org by April 25th, 2021. If the position is able to be filled earlier than anticipated, the posting may be taken down before the deadline, so please apply as soon as possible. Applications that arrive incomplete (without a cover letter and/or resume) will not be considered. Please see our website (www.pringlenc.org) for more information about Pringle Nature Center, and email us with any questions.
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