
Eligible Students:  
 
You are invited to apply for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 2023 Directorate Fellows 
Program (DFP).   
 

DFP Purpose & Goal  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is partnering with Hispanic Access Foundation, 
Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Sciences (MANRRS), and Doris Duke 
Conservation Scholars Program (DDCSP) to implement the 2023 DFP.  The DFP is for students 
interested in conservation careers and positions that support FWS mission to work with others 
to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. The DFP program is designed to attract highly talented and 
diverse students into Fellowships, with particular attention to women and groups 
underrepresented in our workforce, including but not limited to, African American/Black, 
Alaska Native, Asian, Hispanic, Native American, Pacific Islanders students, and students with 
disabilities. 
 

Selected students participate in a paid 12-week summer Fellowship program with a week-long 
orientation and 11 weeks of 40-hour work in remote or in-person positions, as designated in 
each summer position description. Fellows who successfully complete their summer program, 
then complete their undergraduate or graduate degree, have a 2-year window during which the 
FWS can directly hire them into full-time, permanent positions.  

 
Am I Eligible to Apply? 

To be eligible for the DFP program, you must meet the following requirements:  

• Current students: undergraduate rising seniors, undergraduate seniors, or enrolled or 
current graduate students  

o Students graduating in May 2023 or June 2023 are ineligible to participate in 
DFP unless they provide verification that they have been accepted for enrollment 
in an undergraduate or graduate program by February 1, 2023. 

• Cumulative GPA:  3.0 or higher  
• U.S. Citizen or National  
• Age 17 or older   
• Available for 12 consecutive weeks during summer 2023 (1 week orientation plus 11-

week fellowship)  
• Male students born after 1959 must be registered with the Selective Service 
• Ability to pass a background check  

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffws.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria_parisi%40fws.gov%7C1122c234d3e44735ca7408dad3ed7ab8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638055314158685747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D%2Bme5R%2BwT%2FEMFUPdtV1XAaXoNNyPQe3IiWilJS23ZtQ%3D&reserved=0


What Are Some Key Benefits of the DFP? Refer to announcement for full 

description of benefits) 

• $680.00 weekly stipend for 12 weeks of full-time work (1 Orientation Week plus an 11-
week Fellowship)  

• Housing provided or housing stipends provided in select locations   
• Option for health insurance coverage during the 12-week program    
• Remote and In-person positions available (see position descriptions for details)   
• Travel expenses to/from the FWS’ National Conservation Training Center in 

Shepherdstown, WV for a 1-week orientation  
• Fellows may be eligible for a permanent position in the FWS after successfully 

completing their fellowship and degree requirements   

How Do I Apply?  
 

Click This Link for access to the full description of the DFP Program opportunities and 
application instructions that are located on the Hispanic Access Foundation (HAF) 
webpage.  HAF is the administrative partner for the 2023 DFP.  

• Please follow the application instructions to ensure submission of complete application 
package. 

• Students will be able to select up to 10 positions that you are interested in.  
• Please direct all questions on the DFP opportunities and application process to the HAF 

POCs listed on the website.  

Note: The open period for acceptance of applications to DFP will end on January 2, 2023, at 
11:59 pm.  Apply Now! 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffws.gov%2Fprogram%2Fnational-conservation-training-center&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria_parisi%40fws.gov%7C1122c234d3e44735ca7408dad3ed7ab8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638055314158685747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bcCw9mDI7dDanrQnqUABMlIa4mVFjeHD1Zo8wJ0Gg%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Ffws-dfp&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria_parisi%40fws.gov%7C1122c234d3e44735ca7408dad3ed7ab8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638055314158685747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EY05Xsb9JGWeJeU%2BfviwECDQU0go7gbdrpyiRCYLwlk%3D&reserved=0

