Environmental Economics

ACE/Econ/EnvSt/NRES/URP 210

Spring 2019
Lecture: Monday and Wednesday 2:00 – 2:50 in 150 Animal Sciences Laboratory
Sections: Friday 10-10:50 in Mumford 313

11- 11:50 in Mumford 313

1:00-1:50 in Mumford 313

2:00-2:50 in Mumford 313

1-1:50 in Mumford 320

2-2:50 in Mumford 320

	Professor: Pablo Ordonez
	Teaching Assistants:

	Office: 442 Mumford Hall
	TBD
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Email: pjordon2@illinois.edu
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Office Hours: Wednesday 3-5 pm
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Office Hours: 415 Mumford

	
	Mon 4:30-5:30pm; Tue 4-5pm; Wed 10-11am


Course Overview: In this course, we will apply the tools of economics to the analysis of environmental problems and public policy formation. We will study human behavior to understand why environmental problems occur, and how that understanding can guide our choice among the policy tools available to address the problems. With economic theory and tools of policy analysis in hand, we will learn about environmental policies as they currently exist in the U.S. and globally, and develop the ability to critique those policies in a rigorous and constructive manner. We will also discuss how private-sector agents can play a role in solving environmental problems. Through this course, you will build your capacity for critical thinking and problem-solving.

This course fulfills a general education requirement in social sciences.

Readings:

Environmental Economics: An Introduction, 7th Edition, by Barry and Martha Field. This is the required textbook; chapter numbers in the reading schedule refer to chapters in Field. Make sure you get the 6th edition – earlier versions are outdated.

Additional readings will be posted on the Web site as the course progresses. Please consult the website for updates.

Note that the lectures and sections will often convey information and problem-solving techniques that are not contained in the readings and anything presented or discussed in class is fair game for assignments and exams.

Web Site: Many class materials (readings, handouts, assignments, announcements, etc.) will be maintained on the course web site. The site is found at https://compass2g.illinois.edu.
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Lecture: Environmental economics is a dynamic field that covers intellectually challenging, highly relevant, and sometimes controversial topics. The lecture and sections are designed to be interactive and discussion is encouraged. One tool that we will make use of in class is the i-clicker, which will give us the opportunity to see the range of perspectives held within the class on complex environmental policy problems. The information provided by these polls is a public good and your participation is critical to our success.

Disabilities: If you need accommodations for any sort of disability, please speak to me after class or come talk to me in my office. I need to know two weeks in advance if you need a disability-related accommodation for taking an exam, and you must arrange to have that exam proctored at DRES.

Assignments and Grading:

Exams:

Midterms: There will be two one-hour in-class midterm exams during lecture periods as listed on the syllabus. The second exam is not cumulative, but rather focuses on material that has been covered since the previous exam.

If you are unable to take a midterm exam at its scheduled time because of (a) illness or family emergency that is verified by the emergency dean no later than two weeks after the exam, or (b) conflict with unavoidable university-related business (about which you have told me well in advance) that exam score will be dropped. Your exam score will be the grade you get on the other exam. I will only administer make-up midterm exams in cases of serious hardship.

Final: There will be a mandatory cumulative three-hour final exam during the scheduled final exam period. Final exam is scheduled for 7:00-10:00 pm, Friday, December 14.

Friday-Section Activities: There will be a graded, required activity every week in Friday section. The nature of the activity will vary from week to week, including in-class problems, worksheets for in-class games, and so forth. These activities must be handed in by the end of the section in which the activity took place. These will be graded qualitatively by the TAs as check (100) or unacceptable/not present (0). Your two lowest grades will be dropped from your average for these activities.

Online Homework: There will be several online homework assignments that you do on Compass 2G.

Policy Brief: You will write one policy brief that summarizes the current economic position on a key environmental debate, simulating a brief that a staffer would provide to a legislator. Briefs will take the form of a 1-2 page response to popular media reporting of a current event. Articles will be posted on the website the week prior to the assignment and your objective is to write a concise and cohesive response that provides insight into the economic thinking and policy position on the issue at hand.
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Policies:

Late assignments: Nearly all assignments (like online homework) cannot be accepted late. These assignments will be given a score of zero in the absence of a note from an emergency dean.

Academic Honesty: I take academic integrity extremely seriously, and expect you to do the same. If you are uncertain as to what this means, please read Section 4 of the U of I Student Code and/or consult the online tutorial noted on the course website. If I discover that anyone has engaged in dishonest conduct (such as cheating on a quiz or exam or plagiarizing a paper), I will not hesitate to impose strict sanctions on the student(s) involved. For example, any single minor incident of cheating on an exam or plagiarism will yield a score of zero on the relevant exam or assignment. Serious plagiarism or cheating will yield an F for the overall course grade. Multiple minor cases of cheating will yield an F on the overall course grade. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate University administrative offices.

Electronic devices: Cell-phone ringers must be turned off. I STRONGLY URGE YOU TO TURN YOUR TEXT-MESSAGING OFF.

Grade Assignment:

If you have any questions or concerns about a grade, you must bring it to Professor Christensen’s attention in writing within two weeks of when the grade was posted and the assignment was returned. After that, the grade is final.

Grading is on an absolute (not relative) scale so you are not in competition with each other.

Your composite numeric grade will be calculated as follows:

	Polling participation (i-clicker):
	5%

	Friday section activities (average with two lowest scores dropped):
	10%

	Online homework and policy brief:
	25%

	Midterm exam average:
	30%

	Final exam:
	30%
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Exam dates will not change. 
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